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Dear Parents/Carers,  

 

At last weekõs assembly I announced there was a murder at Newport Lakes Primary ð a 

ômurder of crowsõ have made our school their new feeding ground.   Every day this group of 

birds converge on the school to feed upon the snacks and lunches left behind by our  

children after every recess and lunchtime.  

They not only do they pounce upon any left over sandwich or snack but are also getting into 

the childrenõs unattended lunch boxes, school bins and dumper ð often leaving quite a mess 

behind them.  

 

It would assist greatly if you discuss this with your children and ask that if they have any 

food leftover from their lunchbox, it should be placed into the bin with the lid closed, or 

preferably return home in their closed lunchbox.  

 

Unfortunately these ôscavenger birdsõ will become more brazen and may even attack  

childrenõs lunchboxes if they believe there is an ongoing feed to be devoured at our school 

but if there is no food to be taken they will  hopefully find somewhere else to use as their 

feeding ground.  

 

School organisation and Funding -  As was stated in the last newsletter, in 2017 we are  

planning to have straight grades from P -4 and composite classes in Yr. 5/6.   This decision 

was made based on the number of students we had at each year level , after having many 

discussion with staff and leadership, parental feedback and the funding available to the 

school from the education department.  

 

Victorian state schools are primarily self managed and staffing decisions, including how 

many teachers a school employs , what areas they teach and the programs a school  

conducts ( specialist areas, intervention programs, extra curricula etc.) are decisions made 

by the Principal in consultation with staff.  

 

Each school receives a yearly funding and it is the principalõs role to ensure the school  

operates within this budget. The funding based on a formula involving the actual number of 

students enrolled on census day (February 28 2017) and then additional funds for special 

needs for which the school may be eligible. These include low socio economic, EAL (English 

as a second language) remote location, etc.  Much of this information is gained when  

parents complete their enrolment form when their child first begins school. Questions such 

as the parentõs present occupation, highest level of education, language spoken at home, 

etc. all go towards determining a childrenõs level of need. At Newport Lakes Primary School 

we are classified as ôhighõ in the level of socio economic and ômid-lowõ in the area of EAL 

thus qualify the school for very little additional funding.  

 

From the Principal  
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From the Principal (continued).... 

When determining class sizes in a primary school, the funding formula allows for, as a  

general rule, 1 classroom teacher for every 25 students. With an estimated student  

population in 2017 of 437 students, we will then have 18 classes.  The school then has to 

determine what will be the make up or organisation of these classes.  The choice can be 

varied but the total number of classes for the school in 2017 will be 18.  

 

After this has been established , we then look at differing models involving straight  

classes, composites or a mixture of both. We look at the numbers in each grade level, the 

social groupings of the children, special needs, parental expectations and departmental  

requirements. It is also a departmental expectation that the P -2 year levels will have less 

numbers, on average, than the upper grades.   

 

At NLPS we also have 4 specialist teacher programs (PE, Visual Art, Performing Arts ð

Music/Drama , and LOTE ðIndonesian) all with their teacher. This is quite unique for a  

primary school, as most will only have 3 specialist areas.  

 

We are also planning to continue with the schoolõs intervention programs in Literacy and 

Numeracy and this will involve 2 teachers (3 days per week) and Education support staff 

providing assistance every day.  

 

Last week -end, one of our Yr. 5 students , Harry O,  

participated  in the School Sports Australia  National 

Track and Field Championships conducted in Sydney.   

Competing in the 10 YO High Jump against the best young 

athletes in Australia. Harry came 3 rd  winning the bronze 

medal with a jump of 150cm.  

 

Well done Harry. We are all very proud of you and your 

performance.  

 

Hope you all have a good week. 

 

David Moss 

Principal  



 
{/Ihh[ .!bYLbD ¦t5!¢9 - w9²!w5{ 

 

 
 
¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ .ǳǎƘ Cƭȅ Cŀƴǎ ς ¢ŜǊƳ п ǊŜǿŀǊŘ - ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǎǘƻŎƪ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ŘŜƳŀƴŘΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ 
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ŀƴȅ ōƻƻƪǎ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘΣ ǿƘȅ ƴƻǘ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
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Recently in 1/2O, a group of children have been working on the following 

reading goal:  
 

I will ask and answer questions as I read.  
They had been reading a Lonely Planet book about Africa, and came up with a number 

of wonderings based on what they had read. For  

example ôwhy do gorillas have dirty teeth?õ As they 

couldnõt find the answers in the text, and online  

research proved difficult, they ended up writing a  

letter to both the Werribee and Melbourne Zoos. 

They asked a Zookeeper to answer their questions 

(and essentially discovered a method of researching).  

 

Last Friday, the four students were over the moon to read the response from Fiona 

at Werribee Zoo, included below:  
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